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Mohegan Archaeological Field School, Connecticut (US) 
Course ID: ARCH 300H 
June 27-July 28, 2022 

Academic Credits: 8 Semester Credit Units (Equivalent to 12 Quarter Units) 
 
FIELD SCHOOL DIRECTOR(S) 
Dr. Craig N. Cipolla, Art and Culture & Anthropology, Royal Ontario Museum & University of Toronto 
(craigc@rom.on.ca) 

 
 
OVERVIEW 
The Mohegan field school studies colonial-era sites on the Mohegan Reservation in an innovative 
collaborative setting. The Mohegan Archaeology Field School (MAFS) operates as an equal partnership 
between the Mohegan Tribe and academic archaeologists. This means that the project is designed to 
respect the knowledge, sensitivities, interests, and needs of the Mohegan Tribe while conducting 
rigorous archaeological research. The field school brings together students and staff of diverse 
backgrounds to learn about colonial history, Mohegan history and heritage, the history of North 
American archaeology, and—not least important—the often-troubled relationship between 
archaeologists and indigenous communities. The study of reservation households sheds new light on the 
rhythms and materiality of everyday life during tumultuous times in Mohegan history while providing 
valuable perspectives on the long-term outcomes of colonial repression, survivance, interaction, and 
exchange.  

Since 2010, the main focus of MAFS has been colonial-era sites and everyday life on the reservation. 
From the 2014 through 2017 field seasons, we concentrated on survey and excavation in and around a 
late-eighteenth century Mohegan homestead (pictured above). In 2014, we completed much of the 
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survey work and began excavations to learn more about the main structure’s architecture, the variety of 
material culture made and used in and around the structure, and subsistence practices of the time. We 
uncovered numerous features (e.g., rows of postholes and several large refuse deposits) and artifacts 
(e.g., beads, sewing artifacts, items of personal adornment, ceramics, architectural debris, and some 
stone artifacts). Along with the material culture, students discovered unprecedented volumes of charred 
botanicals—including an excess of maize and bean. The field school returned to the site in 2015 and 
2017 to continue excavations. We discovered more features—including a full cellar that is over a meter 
deep—and collected additional material culture, botanical remains, and soil samples. Also in 2017, the 
MAFS received funding from the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research; this new grant 
supported videography of the field school through the 2019 field season. We plan to use the video 
footage captured during the field school to help spread the work about our unique project, but also to 
help us to systematically study our collaborative process (as an ethnographer would). In 2019, the MAFS 
began excavation on another Mohegan homestead (the “Stone Wall Site”) dating to the first half of the 
nineteenth century. We have many questions left to answer about the site, regarding the nature of the 
architecture, overall site organization, and more.  

In 2022, the MAFS will run its 23rd season. The 2022 field school will begin survey in a completely new 
(i.e., not previously excavated) area of the reservation. As outlined below, we will spend most of the first 
week of the field school on a pedestrian and shovel test pit survey. For the remainder of the field school, 
we will continue excavation in and around the Stone Wall Site mentioned above.  

 

ACADEMIC CREDIT UNITS & TRANSCRIPTS 

Credit Units: Attending students will be awarded 8 semester credit units (equivalent to 12 quarter credit 
units) through our academic partner, Connecticut College. Connecticut College is a private, highly ranked 
liberal arts institution with a deep commitment to undergraduate education. Students will receive a 
letter grade for attending this field school (see grading assessment and matrix). This field school 
provides a minimum of 160 direct instructional hours. Students are encouraged to discuss the 
transferability of credit units with faculty and registrars at their home institution prior to attending this 
field school.  

Transcripts: An official copy of transcripts will be mailed to the permanent address listed by students on 
their online application. One more transcript may be sent to the student home institution at no cost. 
Additional transcripts may be ordered at any time through the National Student Clearinghouse: 
http://bit.ly/2hvurkl. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

There are no prerequisites for participation in this field school. The field school is designed to offer 
hands-on, experiential learning, allowing students to learn the basics of archaeological method and 
theory on site and in the laboratories. Archaeology involves physical work and exposure to the 
elements, thus requiring a measure of acceptance that the study field-school experience will not be the 
typical university learning environment. Since students are required to work outdoors for most of the 
program, they are likely to become sweaty, dirty, and tired on a daily basis. Students are required to 
come equipped with sufficient excitement and adequate understanding that the archaeological 
endeavor requires real, hard work in the sun, on their feet, and with their trowels.  
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DISCLAIMER – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Our primary concern is with education. Traveling and conducting field research involve risk. Students 
interested in participating in IFR programs must weigh whether the potential risk is worth the value of 
education provided. While risk is inherent in everything we do, we do not take risk lightly. The IFR 
engages in intensive review of each field school location and programming prior to approval. Once a 
program is accepted, the IFR reviews each program annually to make sure it still complies with all our 
standards and policies, including those pertaining to student safety. 

The IFR does not provide trip or travel cancellation insurance. We encourage students to explore such 
insurance on their own as it may be purchased at affordable prices. Insuremytrip.com  or 
Travelguard.com are possible sites where field school participants may explore travel cancellation 
insurance quotes and policies. If you do purchase such insurance, make sure the policy covers the cost 
of both airfare and tuition. 

We do our best to follow a schedule of activities, methods training, and programming as outlined in this 
syllabus. However, this schedule can be easily disrupted by any number of unforeseen circumstances, 
including revised decisions by local permitting agencies, political unrest, and changes in the weather. 
While this schedule represents the best of the director(s) intentions, we - students and staff alike - need 
to be adaptable and tolerant of necessary alterations. This adaptability is an intrinsic part of all field 
research.    

Archaeological fieldwork involves physical work in the outdoors. You should be aware that conditions in 
the field are different than those you experience in your home, dorms, or college town. This program 
operates at a typical New England woodland environment. During the day, temperatures under the 
shadow fluctuate between 70-90 degrees Fahrenheit. In direct sunlight, however, temperatures may 
reach 100 degrees Fahrenheit or more. Humidity is relatively high and mosquitoes and/or deer ticks 
(known to sometimes carry Lyme disease) may be close to the excavation area. In order to be protected 
from sunburn and/or insects you will not be allowed to work in shorts or tank tops at the site.  

If you have any medical concerns, please consult with your doctor. For all other concerns, please consult 
with the program director and staff. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  

The objectives of this field school are to: a) teach the basics of archaeological method and theory with 
special emphasis on survey and excavation techniques in historical archaeology; b) explore the diversity 
of Mohegan culture in the past and the present; c) investigate eighteenth- and nineteenth-century CE 
everyday life on the Mohegan Reservation; and d) to critically engage with various “postcolonial” 
models of archaeological research, including collaborative indigenous methodologies. We achieve these 
objectives through two different but related avenues. First, we endeavor to expose students to the 
practicalities of archaeological fieldwork, with special emphasis on pedestrian survey, shovel test pit 
survey, excavation, field recording of various types, and basic laboratory techniques. Second, we 
connect these practical field experiences with wider debates in archaeology and anthropology 
concerning indigenous archaeology, collaborative archaeology, postcolonial theory, and more. Since all 
fieldwork activities take place with Mohegan archaeologists and tribal members, students gain new 
perspectives on the archaeological process and what it means to the Tribe along with valuable 
information on Mohegan cultural practices and identities in the past and the present.  
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The field school takes place on the Mohegan Reservation in Uncasville, Connecticut. Students spend just 
about a week learning and experiencing survey techniques around a new site and approximately 3 
weeks excavating a previously-surveyed site.  

Students will participate in the following research and learning activities: 

Pedestrian Survey: Students will learn how to use a compass, walk transects in the woodlands of New 
England, work as a part of a larger team, identify possible archaeological features, and systematically 
record them.  

Shovel Test Pit Survey: As part of 2-person teams, students will learn sampling strategy while digging 
and recording shovel test pits that will help identify excavation sites for future years of the field school. 

Excavation: As part of 2-person teams, students will learn trowel excavation in and around historic 
house sites on the reservation. Most of these house sites have been surveyed in previous years of the 
field school.  

Identification and Classification: Students will learn to identify and classify typical New England artifacts 
from this period, including ceramics, smoking pipes, glass artifacts, beads, buttons, iron artifacts of 
various sorts, shell, animal bone, and botanical remains. 

Recording: Students participate in various forms of recording, ranging from keeping field notebooks to 
drawing plan and profile maps to helping operate the project total station and data collector.  

Laboratory Work: Scheduled laboratory tasks include cleaning, further identification using comparative 
collections and databases, and basic analyses like mean ceramic dating and pipe stem dating. 

Fieldwork activities begin on Wednesday, June 29th, and the program meets every day (Monday-
Saturday) through July 29th (Friday). Students may depart the program on the evening of July 29th or in 
the morning of July 30th. The typical workday runs from 8:30-4:30 (see schedule below).  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

At the end of this field school, students should be able to: 

• Identify, discuss, and demonstrate the central components of archaeological fieldwork, 
particularly survey, excavation, recording, and classification techniques 

• Critically discuss Mohegan history and the history of archaeology on Mohegan lands 

• Identify and interpret basic classes of archaeological material culture from the colonial period 

• Demonstrate the development of written communication skills and independent management 
of learning 

• Discuss and critically evaluate methods of archaeological analysis 

• Discuss and critically evaluate other archaeological studies of colonialism 

• Discuss and critically evaluate other forms of collaborative archaeology 
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ASSESSMENT 

40% Attendance and Participation: Attend each day of scheduled work and participate 
enthusiastically in fieldwork, reading discussions, lectures, or other field school activities. Always 
be respectful of fellow students, project staff, and visitors.  

15% Practical Field Tests (3): Perform basic skills taught to you and practiced each day in the field. 
During past seasons students have been evaluated on their ability to: classify the texture and 
color of New England soils, set out and string and excavation unit, dig and document a shovel 
test pit, plan map an excavation unit, profile map an excavation unit, identify basic types of 
material culture from the region and time period. 

15% Field Quizzes (3): Complete short quizzes (multiple choice and/or short answer format) that 
cover field methods recently covered in the field school. These will include questions on the 
basic logic behind various field methods and techniques.  

15% Field Notebook: Keep a field notebook (provided to you) that you will submit for evaluation at 
the end of the field season. Of note, I offer feedback on your note-taking skills at the end of 
week 1. This allows you the opportunity to improve your skills based on the feedback.  

15% Field School Portfolio: This 1,000-word document consists of 4 entries based on assigned 
readings and seminar discussions. Please provide a critical discussion of 4 of the 5 core sets of 
readings, comparing themes discussed with your experience as a field student and also bringing 
them into dialogue with other arguments from academic publications (see reading list). 

 

TRAVEL, ROOM & BOARD, & SAFETY LOGISTICS  
 
COVID Disclaimer. The logistics outlined below for this IFR field school were written according to the 
most current and accurate information available to IFR. We recognize that the best practices for 
preventing the transmission of the coronavirus may change in the coming months. The IFR will be 
revisiting program-specific plans periodically throughout the enrollment period and will update program 
details according to new developments, such as the presence and availability of a vaccine, new travel 
protocols, and updates to local policies.  
 

 
An IFR field school is designed to provide positive, constructive experiences for communities, 
students, and researchers. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the following protocols have been 
developed based on the assumption that any participant in an IFR field school may be an 
asymptomatic carrier of SARS COVID-19. Our goal, with these protocols, is to reduce the possibility for 
COVID-19 transmission among participants, staff, and local community members. IFR depends on the 
complete and sustained commitment of all students to stay healthy and to help others stay healthy. 
On enrollment, students commit to comply with all aspects of the IFR COVID-19 avoidance policy as 
well as any/all policies specific to their respective IFR field school. 
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PRIOR TO TRAVEL 

We ask that all students participating in IFR programs be fully vaccinated prior to travel. Students must 
arrange a test for current infection for COVID-19 through a RT-PCR test for themselves in their home 
location within 72 hours prior to arrival at the destination and upload proof of negative result to their 
IFR application portal. 
 
After demonstrating they tested negative, students must take all precautions possible to ensure they 
remain COVID-19 free prior to and during travel to the field school. Students should plan to travel in the 
safest manner that they are able (e.g., avoid flights with long layovers and multiple connections). In 
addition, we require the following from all students: use of a face mask during travel to, from, and on 
airlines, ferries, trains, busses, and the like; regular washing of hands; and, in so far as possible, maintain 
social distancing of 6 feet / 2 meters in airports and other spaces. 
 
VISA REQUIREMENTS 

No visa requirement for US citizens.  
   
Citizens of other countries are asked to check the embassy website page at their home country for 
specific visa requirements. 
 
TRAVEL (TO AND DURING THE PROGRAM) 

Due to ongoing uncertainties regarding the travel regulations related to COVID-19, IFR will assess the 
local conditions closer to the travel date (5-6 weeks prior to the program beginning) and will make 
Go/No Go decisions then. We urge you to participate in the mandatory orientation meeting when we 
will discuss the latest travel information and regulations. We also suggest you consider postponing the 
purchase of your airline ticket until after the program orientation.  
 
Students are responsible for arranging travel to Connecticut College (270 Mohegan Avenue, New 
London, Connecticut 06320) on Monday, June 27, 2022. There is ample parking on campus, so you are 
free to bring a vehicle. The nearest airport is T.F. Green International Airport in Warwick, Rhode Island 
(PVD), located approximately 45 miles away. From the airport, we recommend taking a taxi, uber, etc. to 
the Amtrak Train Station in Providence, Rhode Island. The train connects directly to New London 
Station. Connecticut College is a 5-minute car ride away.  

Students are required to pick up their room assignments, keys, and introductory materials/instructions 
on Monday June 27, 2022 between 3-5pm on Connecticut College campus. The field school director will 
provide students with specific instructions on where to meet by early May. If this meeting time does not 
work, please arrange with the project director an alternative time to check in on June 27th.  

If you missed your connection or your flight is delayed, please call, text or email project director 
immediately.  A local emergency cell phone number will be provided to all enrolled students. 

COVID Restrictions: Read more on international travel to the US here: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html). 
International travelers to the US are currently required to show proof of a negative COVID test 3-days 
before flights. Testing costs are not covered by the field school and are the sole responsibility of the 
student. If restrictions change and multi-day quarantines become required for travel, students will be 
responsible for setting up their quarantine arrangements in a local hotel. Quarantine costs are not 
covered by the field school and are the sole responsibility of the student. If a student is held at the 
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border for health reasons, they should contact the field school director using the local emergency cell 
number provided to them.  

Students and staff will travel from Connecticut College to the field site each day in the project van. The 
ride takes less than 15 minutes. Other trips (e.g., field trips) will take slightly longer than this. The van is 
nearly always full, so all riders must be masked at all times. We will ventilate the van as much as 
possible. Interior surfaces of the van will be disinfected daily.  

LOCAL PROTOCOLS, REGULATIONS, & EXPECTATIONS 
More information on Covid restrictions in Connecticut can be found here: 
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus 
 
The IFR COVID-19 policies, will be explained in full to you in your onsite orientation. 
 
In the case of a COVID outbreak during the field school, students must isolate themselves. We 
recommend that they do this in their Connecticut College dormitory. The field school director will 
arrange regular meal delivery to the room and will designate one bathroom and laundry area per 
isolated student. If students prefer other outbreak accommodations (off of the Connecticut College 
campus), they will be responsible for covering all costs, arranging meals, etc. 
 
Interaction with the local community must be limited to situations where everyone can maintain the 
required 6-foot/2-meter physical distance, wear masks, and ideally be outside. 
 
FACE MASKS / FACE COVERINGS 
 
All students, faculty and staff are expected to wear face coverings. Face masks, along with social 
distancing, are among the most effective ways of minimizing the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
The objective of wearing a mask is to capture potentially infectious droplets from the wearer. Therefore: 

● Masks or respirators that are equipped with an "exhalation valve" are not permitted, unless 
covered by another mask. 

● Neck fleeces (gaiter masks) are considered the least effective form of face masks and are not 
permitted. (The material found in gaiters tend to break down larger droplets into smaller 
particles that are more easily carried away in the air.) 

● Folded bandanas and knitted masks are ineffective and are not permitted. 
● Masks must be worn so as to cover both the mouth and nose. If your mask becomes loose, it can 

be tightened by twisting the ear loops. 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Students will live in modest student dormitories at Connecticut College. Students will have their own 
private bedrooms—including single beds, mattresses, and dressers along with access to a communal 
bathroom. Rooms are NOT air conditioned, so please bring (or plan to purchase) a fan to keep your 
room cool. Students will have access to wireless internet while on campus (but please note that its 
quality has been variable over the last few years.) Students will share communal bathrooms with shows 
(typically each bathroom includes 3-5 toilet stalls and 2-5 shower stalls. Students share communal coin-
op laundry machines.  
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All meals are provided through the college cafeteria. Students eat breakfast and dinner in the cafeteria, 
and bag lunches are prepared for them Monday through Saturday (for the field). The cafeteria caters to 
most dietary restrictions, e.g., vegetarians, food allergy sufferers, but please let the director know if you 
have any special dietary requirements before you arrive. Meals are served 7 days a week (even on non-
workdays) except for July 4th; on that day, all students are responsible for arranging and purchasing 
their own meals. 

Masks are mandatory for most outdoor work such as shovel testing, excavation, or any field activity that 
requires students work in close proximity to one another. Most outdoor work will occur in open 
woodland areas with good ventilation. Communal tools will be disinfected regularly on site. 

All participants in the field school, including students and staff, will wear masks while indoors (i.e. during 
lectures, during labs, in shared residential spaces, etc.). Communal laboratory spaces will be disinfected 
regularly.  

Regular hand washing will be a part of the project’s daily schedule. Hand sanitizer will also be provided 
in the field and in the archaeological laboratories.  

MANAGING COVID-19 CASES & OUTBREAKS 

The closest medical center, both to the field site and to Connecticut College, is the Backus Outpatient 
Care Center (https://backushospital.org/locations-partners/backus-outpatient-care-center). The closest 
urgent care is Hartford HealthCare – Go Health Urgent Care (read more here: 
https://www.gohealthuc.com/connecticut/new-london/new-
london?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=organic); it is located 1.3 miles away from the Connecticut 
College Campus, a 3-5 minute drive. If necessary, the field school will provide students with rides to 
health care centers.  
 
As discussed above, if necessary, the field school can set up meal delivery along with bathroom and 
laundry access for students needing to isolate from the group. We have the capacity to isolate and 
monitor several students at once.  
 
EQUIPMENT LIST 
 
Field attire: We will work in the field on most days. (On extreme rain-days we will work in the Mohegan 
archaeological laboratories washing and sorting artifacts.) This means that you should come prepared to 
work outdoors each day, i.e. wearing clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty. We recommend wearing 
long pants, hiking boots, long socks, and hats to keep the sun off. You would do best to choose clothing 
that is also fairly breathable since it can get hot and humid in Connecticut during June and July. Bring a 
sweatshirt and light rain jacket in case of unexpected weather (this is New England after all!). Since we 
will be working in the woods, poison ivy and Lyme disease (transmitted by deer ticks) are two very real 
dangers. With the proper clothing and preparation, we will do our best to avoid these problems. We will 
discuss these issues further once we all arrive, but you can read more about Lyme disease here: 
http://aldf.com/lyme-disease/. We strongly recommend that you bring an inexpensive pair of 
sunglasses, poison ivy wash (e.g., Technu), sunscreen, bug spray (We recommend Deep Woods Off with 
DEET), a reusable water bottle, and reusable lunch bags and Tupperware (everyone should bring their 
lunch and a healthy supply of water). You should also bring a field bag, i.e., something like a backpack to 
keep your field equipment, notes, and water container(s). 

Please bring all of the below-listed equipment with you into the field each day (please do not wait and 
attempt to purchase this equipment after you arrive). 
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Field tools 

• Pointed archaeology trowel: I recommend a wooden Marshalltown like this: 
https://marshalltown.com/4-stiff-london-style-pointing-trowel-wood-handle 

• Retractable metric measuring tape 

• Hand clippers for root clipping 

• Metal-edged ruler (metric) 

• Clipboard (we recommend a hollow clipboard that holds your field forms, but any clipboard will 
do) 

• If you have bad knees, we recommend purchasing a pad to kneel on or wearable kneepads 

Household items 

• All bedding including sheets, pillows, blankets (twin size beds will be provided) 

• Towels 

• Window fan 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

All IFR field school begins with safety orientation. This orientation addresses local and program 
protocols concerning student behavior, appropriate attire, local practices and sensibilities that may be 
unfamiliar, potential fauna and flora hazards, IFR harassment and discrimination policies, and the 
student Code of Conduct.  

The Mohegan Field School operates 6-days per week, Monday through Saturday (with the exception of 
Monday July 4th), for a total of 25 days. Workdays run from the time students meet the field school 
minivan in the Conn College parking lot (8:30 am) to the time they are dropped off in the same spot 
(4:30 pm). Students will be made aware of any deviations from this general schedule. Of note, students 
are required to bring a bag lunch to eat in the field. The tuition includes a daily bag lunch prepared by 
the Conn College cafeteria. Students are, of course, welcome to supplement or replace this bag lunch in 
any way they like, but at their own cost.  

For convenience, the schedule is broken into 3 parts: 1) Introduction and Survey; 2) Excavation and 
Collaborative Methodologies; and 3) Conclusions and Interpretations.  
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Part 1 – Introduction and Survey  

Monday June 27th through Friday July 8th 
Monday (6/27) – move in day 

3-5 pm  Students pick up keys and move into Connecticut College dormitories 

 

Tuesday (6/28) – day 1 

• Welcome ceremony at Fort Shantok with staff and Mohegan Council of Elders 
• Tour of Fort Shantok archaeological site 
• Discussion - field school introductions, safety protocols, expectations 
• Laboratory project - classifying New England soils (texture and color) 
• Tour of other past Mohegan field sites, introduction to basic field tools 

Wednesday (6/29) – day 2 

• Convene at field site for introduction to survey techniques and survey equipment (lecture 
format with hands-on teaching/learning) 

• Pedestrian survey 

Thursday (6/30) – day 3 

• Pedestrian survey 
• Laboratory project - Telling time in historical archaeology: introduction to historic ceramic types, 

mean ceramic dating, pipe stem dating; in teams, analyzing assemblages from previous years to 
calculate mean ceramic dates and pipe stem dates 

Friday (7/1) – day 4 

• First seminar discussion: Basics of Historical Archaeology, Research and Teaching Design of the 
Mohegan Field School 

• Field trip – Visiting local archaeological field school (TBD) 

Saturday (7/2) – day 5 

• Field trip - Mashantucket Pequot Museum (admission cost included with tuition) 
• Museum project – Rethinking museums  

Monday (7/4) OFF 

Tuesday (7/5) – day 6 

• Convene at field site for further introduction to shovel test pits 
• Fieldwork - shovel test pit survey 

Wednesday (7/6) – day 7 

• Convene at field site for further introduction to shovel test pits 
• Fieldwork - shovel test pit survey 

Thursday (7/7) – day 8 

• Convene at field site for further introduction to shovel test pits 
• Fieldwork - shovel test pit survey 
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Friday (7/8) – day 9 

• Same as previous day 

Saturday (7/9) – day 10 

• Field trip - Wheelock “Indian Charity School” in Lebanon, CT 
• Field trip - Hemsted House in New London, CT 
• Project – Historical architecture 

 

Part 2 – Excavation and Collaborative Methodologies  

Monday July 11th through July 23rd 

Monday (7/11) – day 11 

• Lecture - Comparing survey and excavation  
• Project - Laboratory mapping exercise  
• Fieldwork - excavation begins 

Tuesday (7/12) – day 12 

• Second seminar discussion: Native American Historical Archaeology 

Wednesday (7/13) – day 13 

• Guest talk - Beth Regan (Mohegan Council of Elders): Mohegan Culture and History 
• Fieldwork - excavation 

Thursday (7/14) – day 14  

• Guest talk – Elaine Thomas (Mohegan Tribal Member) - New England’s Ceremonial Stone 
Landscapes 

• Fieldwork - excavation 

Friday 7/15 – day 15 

• Fieldwork - excavation 

Saturday 7/16 – day 16 

• Field trip - Mystic Seaport Museum in Mystic, CT (admission cost included with tuition) 
• Project – Thinking critically about heritage 

Monday 7/18 – day 17 

• Third seminar discussion: Other Regional Forms of Collaborative Archaeology  
• Fieldwork - excavation 

Tuesday 7/19 – day 18  

• Field Trip - Tantaquidgeon Indian Museum (Mohegan Museum)  
• Fieldwork – excavation 

Wednesday 7/20 – day 19 

• Fieldwork – excavation 
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Thursday 7/21 – day 20 

• Same as previous day  

Friday (7/22) – day 21  

• Artifact processing in laboratory  
• Fieldwork – excavation 
• Guest talk/workshop – making wampum 

Saturday (7/23) – day 22 

• Lecture - Practicing Postcolonial Archaeology (director) 
• Project – experimental archaeology 

 

Part 3 – Interpretations and Conclusions 

Monday July 25th through July 29th 

Monday (7/25) – day 23 

• Fourth seminar discussion: Addressing Critiques of Indigenous Archaeology 
• Fieldwork - excavation 

Tuesday (7/26) – day 24 

• Guest talk - Sharon Maynard (Mohegan Council of Elders): Traditional Mohegan Crafts 
• Fieldwork - excavation  

Wednesday (7/27) – day 25  

• Fifth seminar discussion: Mohegan Archaeology Today/Concept of Survivance   
• Closing the site 
• Laboratory work 
• Closing discussion 

Thursday (7/28) – travel day 

Student departures 
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REQUIRED READINGS 

PDF files of all mandatory readings will be provided to enrolled students via a shared Dropbox 
folder. Students are encouraged to download prior to traveling, although a printed reading 
packet will be provided on arrival. Course participants are expected to be prepared to engage 
the discussions led by facilitators, all of whom will be looking for compelling evidence that 
students have read and thought about the assigned readings prior to the scheduled day on 
which they are first discussed. 

[**] = Main focus of seminar discussion, [R]=Reference source (to be read once and then used as 
reference for artifact types, etc.) 

For Week 1:  Project Background and Basics of Historical Archaeology 

• [**] Deetz, J. (1996) All the Earthenware Plan and Flowered. Excerpt from In Small Things Forgotten 
(20 pages). 

• [**] Cipolla, C. N. (2016) Remaking Archaeology: Decolonizing Indigenous-Colonial Histories through 
Mohegan Collaborative Indigenous Archaeology, Excerpt of Wenner-Gren grant proposal (13 pages). 

• [R] Harrington, J.C. (1954) Dating Stem Fragments of Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Clay 
Tobacco Pipes. Quarterly Bulletin, Archaeological Society of Virginia 9(1)(3 pages). 

• [R] Maxwell, M.A., and Binford L.H. (1961) Excavations at Fort Machilimackinac, Mackinac City, 
Michigan, 1959 Season, pp. 107-109.  

 

For Week 2: Native American Historical Archaeology 

• [**] Cipolla, C. N. (2013) Native American Historical Archaeology and the Trope of Authenticity. 
Historical Archaeology 47(3): 12-22 (10 pages). 

 

For Week 3: Critiques of Indigenous Archaeology  

• [**] McGhee, R. (2008) Aboriginalism and the Problems of Indigenous Archaeology. American 
Antiquity 73(4): 579-597 (18 pages). 

   

For Week 4: Rethinking Archaeological Practices 

• [**] Cipolla, C.N. and J. Quinn (2016) Archaeology the Mohegan Way. Journal of Community 
Archaeology and Heritage 3(2): 118-134 (16 pages).  

• [**] Silliman, S. W., and K. Sebastian Dring (2006) Working on Pasts for Futures: Eastern Pequot Field 
School Archaeology in Connecticut. In Collaborating at the Trowel’s Edge. S W. Silliman, ed. Pp. 67-
87. Tucson: University of Arizona Press (20 pages). 

 

For Week 5: Rethinking Archaeological Theory 

•  [**] McNiven, I. (2016) Theoretical Challenges of Indigenous Archaeology: Setting an Agenda. 
American Antiquity 81(1): 27-41. 
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• [**] Tuck, E., and K. W. Yang (2012) Decolonization is Not a Metaphor. Decolonization: Indigeneity, 
Education, & Society 1(1): 1-40 (36 pages). 

• [R] Atalay, S. (2006) No Sense of the Struggle: Creating a Context for Survivance at the NMAI. 
American Indian Quarterly 30 (3-4): 597-618 (21 pages). 

• [R] Cipolla, C. N., J. Quinn, and J. Levy (2019) Theory in Collaborative Indigenous Archaeology: 
Insights from Mohegan. American Antiquity 84(1): 127-142. 
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