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OVERVIEW  

Public participation in archaeological projects is becoming ever more essential and experimental 
archaeology is an excellent way of reaching out: doing things together and exploring the various 
technological choices of the past creates a scientific community in which both scientists and the general 
public can benefit. This approach has been fundamental to the reconstruction of a house plan from the 
Neolithic Vlaardingen culture in the Vlaardingen-Broekpolder. This reconstruction forms part of the 
open-air educational center of Masamuda (www.masamuda.nl ). The Vlaardingen culture refers to 
Neolithic sites which are for the most part located in the Rhine/Meuse delta. The sites are characterized 
by a diversity in location, subsistence base and material culture. 
 
Having constructed the Vlaardingencultuurhuis, how should we subsequently “bring this house to life”? 
What did people actually do in and around these houses, which crafts did they carry out, how did they 
obtain and process their food and which toolkits were involved in these daily activities? How did they 
move around the landscape to collect resources? A grant from the Dutch Research Council NWO enables 
us to investigate this for the next four years.  
 
Although we know much about the plants used and the animals consumed during the Vlaardingen 
period, we know surprisingly little about the role of material culture and the activities tools and objects 
involved. In this project, we will use a combination of experimental archaeology and detailed material 
studies like use-wear analysis to enrich our knowledge about daily life in the Vlaardingen period. 
Detecting use-wear traces from different activities enables us to also obtain some insights into “hidden” 
crafts that rarely leave archaeological traces such as basketry, hide working or other crafts involving 
organic, perishable materials. In the field lab, students will also be studying archaeological materials 
from the Vlaardingen culture, comparing them with the experimental tools they use.  
 
The focus of the project, and thus, of the field school is exactly such crafts involving organic materials. 
We will carry out a series of experiments, under the guidance of experienced craftspeople, to explore 
the affordances of different materials, as well as the tools and techniques that were likely used. These 
experiments are conducted together with the local volunteers of Masamuda and will take place at the 
center. Students will therefore have to share their experiments and the research questions of the 
project with the general public who regularly visit the Vlaardingencultuurhuis. They will have to ask the 
visitors for suggestions and criticism and thus, discuss and engage with the public. Such a dialogue is 
considered an essential research tool in the project and for this reason, EXARC (www.exarc.net) is a 
partner of the project, managing our social media outreach. EXARC distributes blogs, visualizations and 
videos of our project to their many followers via their own social media.  Students will be contributing to 
this by writing blogs and making short videos.  
 

 

ACADEMIC CREDIT UNITS & TRANSCRIPTS 

Credit Units: Attending students will be awarded 4 semester credit units (equivalent to 6 quarter credit 
units) through our academic partner, Connecticut College. Connecticut College is a private, highly ranked 
liberal arts institution with a deep commitment to undergraduate education. Students will receive a 
letter grade for attending this field school (see grading assessment and matrix). This field school 
provides a minimum of 160 direct instructional hours. Students are encouraged to discuss the 
transferability of credit units with faculty and registrars at their home institution prior to attending this 
field school.  

http://www.exarc.net/
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Transcripts: An official copy of transcripts will be mailed to the permanent address listed by students on 
their online application. One more transcript may be sent to the student home institution at no cost. 
Additional transcripts may be ordered at any time through the National Student Clearinghouse: 
http://bit.ly/2hvurkl. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

The only prerequisites for this field school are a willingness to get your hands dirty and having an 
inquisitive mind. Much of the work is outdoors and will involve physical labor, some of which will be 
tiring and (initially) resulting in muscle aches and other physical discomfort. Minor cuts and bruises are 
to be expected as students will be involved in unfamiliar crafts using Stone Age tools made of flint, bone 
and/or antler. Also essential is an interest in things and materials. The accommodation is very basic and 
not so luxurious. Privacy will be very limited, so students are expected to be tolerant of each other. 

 

DISCLAIMER – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Our primary concern is with education. Traveling and conducting field research involve risk. Students 
interested in participating in IFR programs must weigh whether the potential risk is worth the value of 
education provided. While risk is inherent in everything we do, we do not take risk lightly. The IFR 
engages in intensive review of each field school location and programming prior to approval. Once a 
program is accepted, the IFR reviews each program annually to make sure it still complies with all our 
standards and policies, including those pertaining to student safety. 

The IFR does not provide trip or travel cancellation insurance. We encourage students to explore such 
insurance on their own as it may be purchased at affordable prices. Insuremytrip.com  or 
Travelguard.com are possible sites where field school participants may explore travel cancellation 
insurance quotes and policies. If you do purchase such insurance, make sure the policy covers the cost 
of both airfare and tuition. 

We do our best to follow a schedule of activities, methods training, and programming as outlined in this 
syllabus. However, this schedule can be easily disrupted by any number of unforeseen circumstances, 
including revised decisions by local permitting agencies, political unrest, and changes in the weather. 
While this schedule represents the best of the director(s) intentions, we - students and staff alike - need 
to be adaptable and tolerant of necessary alterations. This adaptability is an intrinsic part of all field 
research. 

If you have any medical concerns, please consult with your doctor. For all other concerns, please consult 
with the program director and staff. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

Students will: 

1) become aware of organic materials and traditional crafts, thereby contributing to their 
awareness of sustainable technologies and materials whose useful properties are overlooked by 
present-day society;  

http://bit.ly/2hvurkl
http://www.insuremytrip.com/
https://www.travelguard.com/
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2) become aware of the entanglements of humans and things and, subsequently, to actively 
engage with objects and study them inquisitively and document them carefully. This includes 
both the experimental tools they use as well as archaeological objects of the Vlaardingen 
culture; 

3) learn to design and document scientific experiments; 
4) learn to interact with the local community by showing the center’s visitors around and 

collaborating with the local volunteers as well as by writing a blog and making a short video to 
be distributed via social media. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

By the end of the field school, students will: 

1. have a practical knowledge of a range of materials, tools and techniques that were used in the 
Stone Age, especially of organic materials like wood, hide, bone and plant fibers. Sustainable 
materials that many of us rarely are very familiar with and which may become ever more 
important in the future.  

2. be able to design, carry out and document a scientific experiment.  

3. have learned the basics of use-wear analysis, a technique to infer the use of prehistoric tools 

4. have learned to look in detail at material culture, leading to a narrative about the objects they 
will study; 

5. will have learned about the Late Neolithic Vlaardingen archaeological culture, and the way 
people during that period lived in the landscape surrounding them.  

6. have enhanced their communication skills through their interaction with local volunteers and 
visitors of the open-air educational center where the field school takes place.   

7. be able to clearly explain the project’s objectives and their own role in it to visitors, both 
verbally but also via social media of EXARC. 

8. have learned to work in a team composed of people with varying backgrounds. 

9. Have learned a bit about the Netherlands, its history and people. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

The students will be asked to deliver their daily reports on the experiments they have carried out and or 
the material analysis they conduct in the field lab. They will have to make one object experimentally, to 
be presented, along with the experimental narrative, to the public on the last Sunday of the field school. 
At the end of the field school the students will be given an exam, based on the literature they had to 
read.  

Assessment will be as follows: 
 
Participation 30%: students will have to partake in all the activities, both the experimental ones and 
those in the field laboratory. They will also be asked to interact with the local community, showing 
people around and collaborating with the local volunteers. Assessment is based on attendance, 
willingness to undertake all the tasks, accuracy of the documentation and active participation in team 
activities and discussions.  
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Field notes and blog 30%: students are required to write a daily report of their activities. Staff will help 
the students with this and discuss the notes with the students during the course. Students will also be 
asked to write one blog on an experiment they are conducting. 

Exam 20%: there will be an exam about the obligatory literature and the content of the lectures.  

Small experimental project and report 20%: all students will be asked to finish at least one 
experimentally made object of their own choice, write a report on the manufacturing sequence and 
show it to the public on the final Sunday of the field school. They will have to make photos and a short 
video of (parts of) their experiment. The experiment will become part of the Masamuda display. 

 

TRAVEL, ROOM & BOARD, & SAFETY LOGISTICS  
 
COVID Disclaimer. The logistics outlined below for this IFR field school were written according to the 
most current and accurate information available to IFR. We recognize that the best practices for 
preventing the transmission of the coronavirus may change in the coming months. The IFR will be 
revisiting program-specific plans periodically throughout the enrollment period and will update program 
details according to new developments, such as the presence and availability of a vaccine, new travel 
protocols, and updates to local policies.  

 
 

An IFR field school is designed to provide positive, constructive experiences for communities, students, 
and researchers. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the following protocols have been developed based on 
the assumption that any participant in an IFR field school may be an asymptomatic carrier of SARS 
COVID-19. Our goal, with these protocols, is to reduce the possibility for COVID-19 transmission among 
participants, staff, and local community members. IFR depends on the complete and sustained 
commitment of all students to stay healthy and to help others stay healthy. On enrollment, students 
commit to comply with all aspects of the IFR COVID-19 avoidance policy as well as any/all policies 
specific to their respective IFR field school.  

 

 

Students will be housed in the newly built center for the local scouting organization The accommodation 
has all facilities needed for group accommodation, such as sufficient lavatories, showers and kitchen 
facilities. The lavatories and showers are separate for male and female.  

No individual rooms will be available. We will have one large room for men, and one for women. 
However, we will set up screens to accommodate people of transgender or non-binary identities or 
students who for other reasons need some privacy. Students are asked to bring along their sleeping bag, 
pillowcases and towels. Air mattresses and pillows will be provided for.  

Cleaning the accommodation will be done by the students daily, according to a pre-made schedule. We 
will pay extra attention to the lavatories, bathrooms and the kitchen. All rooms, especially the ones used 
for sleeping, will be ventilated during the night and frequently during the day. 
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PRIOR TO TRAVEL 

We ask that all students participating in IFR programs be fully vaccinated prior to travel and have official 
proof thereof. Students must arrange a test for current infection for COVID-19 through a RT-PCR test for 
themselves in their home location within 72 hours prior to the beginning of the program and upload 
proof of negative result to their IFR application portal. 
 
After demonstrating they tested negative, students must take all precautions possible to ensure they 
remain COVID-19 free prior to and during travel to the field school. Students should plan to travel in the 
safest manner that they are able (e.g., avoid flights with long layovers and multiple connections). In 
addition, we require the following from all students: use of a face mask during travel to, from, and on 
airlines, ferries, trains, busses, and the like; regular washing of hands; and, in so far as possible, maintain 
social distancing of 6 feet / 2 meters in airports and other spaces. 
 
VISA REQUIREMENTS 

No visa is required for passport holders of Schengen countries. Citizens of the US and Canada do not 
require visas for entering the Netherlands, but your passport has to be valid for at least 90 days after 
arrival. Citizens of other countries are asked to check the embassy website page at their home country 
for specific visa requirements and allow ample time to organize this. Please note that universities in 
several countries are requiring security checks and assessments of the local health situation before 
giving permission for students to leave. Students must arrange this far in advance.  

 

TRAVEL (TO AND DURING THE PROGRAM) 

Due to ongoing uncertainties regarding the travel regulations related to COVID-19, IFR will assess the 
local conditions closer to the travel date (5–6 weeks prior to the program beginning) and will make 
Go/No Go decisions then. We urge you to participate in the mandatory orientation meeting when we 
will discuss the latest travel information and regulations. We also suggest you consider postponing the 
purchase of your airline ticket until after the program orientation.  
 

We recommend frequently consulting the following website for up-to-date COVID-19 travel regulations 
and restrictions in the Netherlands: https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/visiting-
the-netherlands-from-abroad/checklist-entry/from-outside-the-eu 

Other resources for up-to-date travel regulations are: 

https://reizentijdenscorona.rijksoverheid.nl/en 

https://nl.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information-3/ 

The following is a summary of current (February 2022) regulations/restrictions for travelers entering the 
Netherlands from the US. Restrictions and regulations depend on the risk level of the country from 
which you are traveling. The US is currently considered a VERY high-risk country. 

 

• There is an EU entry ban in effect for people traveling from non-EU/Schengen countries with a 
high COVID-19 risk unless the purpose of their trip falls under an approved exemption category. 

• There is an exemption if you have proof of vaccination showing that you have been fully 
vaccinated with a vaccine approved by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) or the World 

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/visiting-the-netherlands-from-abroad/checklist-entry/from-outside-the-eu
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/visiting-the-netherlands-from-abroad/checklist-entry/from-outside-the-eu
https://reizentijdenscorona.rijksoverheid.nl/en
https://nl.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information-3/
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/visiting-the-netherlands-from-abroad/requirements-for-proof-of-vaccination
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Health Organization (WHO). You will need to show the following documents to the Dutch border 
authorities: 

o a completed 'Vaccine Declaration COVID-19' form; 
▪ proof of vaccination accepted by the Netherlands; 

o proof of your return journey (return ticket issued by airline, bus company or railway 
company); 

o a visa (if you require a visa). 

• In addition, you must show a negative COVID-19 test result before boarding an aircraft traveling 
to the Netherlands. You will need to show: 

o a negative test result from NAAT (PCR) test taken no more than 24 hours before 
departure, or 

o a negative test result from a NAAT (PCR) test taken no more than 48 hours before 
departure and a negative result from an antigen test taken no more than 24 hours 
before departure. 

• From February 25, 2022, people travelling from very high-risk areas are no longer required by 
law to self-quarantine on arrival. 

• You may need to complete a quarantine declaration form regardless. 

• If you are traveling by air, complete a health declaration form (only when aged 12 or above). 
 

In case of being stopped at the airport, please contact the program director immediately. IFR nor the 
Vlaardingen field school are responsible for the costs a student incurs if held at the airport and/or 
required to quarantine.  

The nearest airport is Rotterdam/The Hague airport but this is not serviced by most international 
airlines. Amsterdam Schiphol airport is, however, only a 45-minute train ride from the train station of 
Schiedam Centrum where students will be picked up. Staff will pick you up at Schiedam Central station 
on Saturday afternoon July 9th, 2022 at 5PM local time. If you arrive after 5PM please contact the field 
director prior to your departure to make arrangements. If you missed your connection or your flight is 
delayed, please call, text or email the field school director immediately. A local emergency mobile phone 
number will be provided to all enrolled students. 

Accommodation of the students is located around 300 meters from the Masamuda center where much 
of the field school is taking place at the reconstructed Neolithic house. The field laboratory is housed in 
the same building as the accommodation. There is therefore no need for local transport apart from that 
needed for the program excursions. Students can rent bikes at their own expense. Information will be 
provided upon request, but students are warned that cycling in the Netherlands can be dangerous; if 
they choose to do so, this will be at their own risk. Foreign students are advised to take public transport 
instead. 

 

LOCAL PROTOCOLS, REGULATIONS, & EXPECTATIONS 

COVID-19: Regulations concerning COVID-19 are continuously changing so it is very important to follow 
the latest developments (https://www.government.nl  ). We will follow the instructions of the Dutch 
government at all times, which may, in theory, even change during the period of the field school. We 
will update you at the start of the field school. If you catch COVID-19 during the field school, we will not 
be able to quarantine you in our accommodation. There are however hotels nearby where you can 
isolate until you can do a PCR test to see whether you are not contagious anymore. This will be at your 
own cost.  
 

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/documents/publications/2021/07/01/vaccine-declaration-covid-19
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/visiting-the-netherlands-from-abroad/requirements-for-proof-of-vaccination
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/news/2022/02/15/travel-advisories-for-many-countries-to-change-colour
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/news/2022/02/15/travel-advisories-for-many-countries-to-change-colour
https://quarantinedeclaration.government.nl/en
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/documents/publications/2021/07/20/covid-19-and-flying-health-declaration-form
http://www.government.nl/
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During the field school, we will maintain health and safety measures that will reduce as much as possible 
the risks of getting COVID-19. However, in the contacts with the local community and during your day 
off, on Fridays in our case, you may encounter situations where the risk of contamination is higher. We 
will therefore ask you to take a self-test every three days. Please bring along sufficient home antigen 
tests for the 16 days of the field school.  
 
We will be collaborating closely with the volunteers of the Educational Center of Masamuda and we 
encourage you to engage with them. The volunteers are of all ages and backgrounds, and we ask you to 
treat everyone in a friendly and respectful way. As visitors regularly come to the center you will have to 
dress decently; even on hot days wearing bikinis or very exposed clothing is not permitted. Visitors must 
be addressed respectfully at all times, explaining what we are doing and why. You will be instructed at 
the outset of the project and introduced to many of the volunteers. Interaction with the local 
community is mostly outdoors during our experiments, but visitors may also take a look at the field lab. 
We will make sure that this large room is well ventilated at all times, and you are required to wear a face 
mask at all times when indoors. 
 
Many Dutch people speak English and you will not have trouble communicating. However, there are 
different traditions and customs that you will come across. Some may be a challenge to deal with, but 
most will be exciting to learn. In the introductory lecture you will hear a little more about Dutch 
behavior and what to expect. 
 
FACE MASKS / FACE COVERINGS 

All students, faculty and staff are expected to wear approved face masks inside all buildings as well as 
our accommodation. Wearing face masks, combined with vaccination, are among the most effective 
ways of minimizing the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
The objective of wearing a mask is to capture potentially infectious droplets from the wearer. Therefore: 

● FFP2 (N95) masks are required for this project. 
● Masks or respirators that are equipped with an "exhalation valve" are not permitted, unless 

covered by another mask. 
● Neck fleeces (gaiter masks) are considered the least effective form of face masks and are not 

permitted. (The material found in gaiters tend to break down larger droplets into smaller 
particles that are more easily carried away in the air.) 

● Folded bandanas and knitted masks are ineffective and are not permitted. 
● Masks must be worn so as to cover both the mouth and nose. If your mask becomes loose, it can 

be tightened by twisting the ear loops. 
 
We ask you to bring along sufficient face masks. Although currently more than 80% of the 18+ 
population of the Netherlands has been fully vaccinated, contaminations can still occur. Interaction with 
the local community must therefore be limited to situations where everyone is masked when indoors 
and/or can ideally be outside. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

Students will be housed in the newly built center of the local scouting organization, on the edge of an 
urban environment, but basically in rural setting and situated along a river. There is plenty of space to 
relax both outside and inside. The accommodation has all facilities needed for group accommodation, 
such as sufficient lavatories, showers and kitchen facilities. The lavatories and showers are separate for 
male and female, but we can make arrangements for other gender identities, if needed.  

No individual rooms will be available. We will have one large room for men, and one for women. 
However, we will set up screens to accommodate people of other gender identities and create some 
privacy for everyone. You will have to bring your own sleeping bag and pillowcases as well as towels.  

Cleaning the accommodation, including the joined spaces like lavatories, will be done by the students 
daily, according to a pre-made schedule, ensuring every student takes his or her share of the cleaning 
tasks. Lavatories, showers and kitchen facilities will be cleaned thoroughly every day. Regular hand 
washing is required of all participants. Laundry facilities will be available and can be used upon request. 
Everyone is responsible to clean around his or her personal space, especially because the sleeping 
arrangements are shared. 

All participants in a field school, students and staff, will wear masks while indoors (i.e., during lectures, 
during labs, in shared residential spaces, etc.). Regular hand washing will be a part of the project’s daily 
schedule. 

All students will help with the meals and a schedule will be made for breakfast and dinner.  Breakfast 
will be eaten at the accommodation and will consist of a simple continental breakfast. Cleaning up will 
be done by the students. Lunch will be as much as possible outside, preferably at the Vlaardingen house. 
This will be a simple cold lunch of sandwiches and fruit, following Dutch customs. Each student will 
prepare their own lunch during breakfast and will keep it in a lunchbox (it is required to bring a lunchbox 
to the field school). 

All meals will primarily cater towards vegetarians, with meat provided separately for those who request 
it. Vegan diets cannot generally be accommodated, but students following such a diet are encouraged to 
participate in the cooking to make sure their needs are taken into account as much as possible. The 
same pertains to specific dietary needs like lactose intolerance, and religion-based diets which will be 
accommodated as much as possible within the vegetarian meals that are going to be cooked. Cooking 
different parts of the meal separately usually can allow for such specific needs.  

Because of safety regulations, drugs will not be allowed. We will purchase a limited amount of alcohol 
for specific occasions like a barbecue, but students will not be permitted to purchase and consume 
alcohol on their own during the project.  

 

MANAGING COVID-19 CASES & OUTBREAKS 

● We will ask all students to do a self-test every three days. In case such a self-test is positive or 
when showing mild symptoms (like a cold), they will be taken for an official PCR test. Students 
must inform a member of the staff immediately when noticing any symptoms, even if they are 
very mild.  

● As we have communal sleeping arrangements and bathrooms, we cannot isolate a student who 
tests positive for COVID-19. We can assist in finding a room in a hotel nearby and we can 
arrange to have food brought there. The stay in the hotel, food expenses, and any other 
associated costs of quarantining (PCR tests, etc.) will be at student’s own expense. If students or 
staff show symptoms near the end of the program, they are asked to leave the field school. 
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● The closest intensive care unit is in Schiedam, the Fransiscus Vlietland Hospital, which can be 
reached in 12 minutes by car. There will be a car on standby at all times, but in case of an 
emergency an ambulance can be called by using the 112 alarm number.  

● We will immediately communicate health concerns (instances of COVID-19, quarantine efforts, 
contact tracing, etc.) to the local community. Our partner at Masamuda will also let us know if 
there are any concerns from his side. There will be very regular contact.  

● Laundry of people exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms will not be washed at the accommodation but 
in the place where the student is quarantining.  

 

EQUIPMENT LIST 
 Students are required to bring the following items: 

1. Sufficient face masks (washable or disposable) 
2. Sufficient self-tests to test every three days during the entire stay at the field school 
3. Hand sanitizer 
4. Reusable water bottle and lunch box along with a field bag 
5. Working gloves and goggles 
6. Safety shoes 
7. Sleeping bag  
8. Pillowcases (inflatable air mattresses and pillows will be provided) 
9. Towels 
10. Slippers for in the showers 

Although it is not difficult to buy missing items in the Netherlands, students are recommended to bring 
sunglasses, sunscreen, a hat and safety shoes for in the field. As we have communal sleeping rooms 
appropriate nightgowns or pajamas are required. Because there will be a lot of contact with the local 
community, we kindly ask you to dress modestly: a T-shirt with short sleeves and shorts that cover at 
least half the upper leg. As it can rain from time-to-time, rain gear is necessary. In the field and during 
experiments you are advised to wear long trousers to avoid the risk of Lyme disease. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

All IFR field school begins with safety orientation. This orientation addresses local and program 
protocols concerning student behavior, appropriate attire, local practices and sensibilities that may be 
unfamiliar, potential fauna and flora hazards, IFR harassment and discrimination policies, and the 
student Code of Conduct.    

After the safety orientation we will start with an introduction to the research program and how the 
objectives of the field school relate to its objectives and research questions. The first day we will make a 
tour of Masamuda. You will hear about the communication with the public that visits the center and 
how you can play a role in this.   

As we collaborate closely with the Masamuda volunteers, our day off will be Friday and our excursion 
day Thursday. There will be lectures five evenings a week and we will finish every day with a plenary 
discussion and evaluation. It is mandatory to attend these. We will therefore have quite a rigorous daily 
schedule! 

There are three daily “activities” which run concurrently: “crafts” (that is conducting the experimental 
manufacture of tools and objects), “lab work” (that is learning how to study archaeological materials 
and becoming familiar with the basics of use-wear analysis) and “construction” (“furnishing” the 
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Vlaardingencultuurhuis or making structural elements in the yard). Each activity is supervised by an 
experienced staff member. Students will therefore be divided in three groups following a schedule to 
make sure everyone has an opportunity to reach the learning objectives of the field school. Besides the 
above, there will be several joint activities like the survival walk, canoeing in the experimental dug-out 
canoes and demonstrations by craftspeople. There will also be excursions organized on the Thursdays.  

It should be stressed that the following schedule is provisional and can be changed according to the 
availability of lecturers or craftspeople. 

 

Date    Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

Evening 
lectures and 
activities 

July 9 Saturday  arrival arrival arrival 
Project 
introduction 

July 
10 

Sunday 

Tour 
Masamuda, 
meet the 
community 

Tour 
Masamuda, 
meet the 
community 

Tour 
Masamuda, 
meet the 
community 

Methodological 
introduction 

Jeroen ter 
Brugge and 
others 

Jeroen ter 
Brugge and 
others 

Jeroen ter 
Brugge and 
others 

Annelou van 
Gijn 

July 
11 

Monday AM Crafts Lab work Construction 
Introduction to 
the Netherlands 

Monday PM Construction Crafts Lab work 
Annelou van 
Gijn 

July 
12 

Tuesday AM Lab work Construction Crafts 
History of the 
Region 

Tuesday PM Construction Crafts Lab work 
Jeroen ter 
Brugge 

July 
13 

Wednesday 
AM 

Lab work Construction Crafts 
Prehistory, the 
Neolithic  

Wednesday 
PM 

canoeing canoeing canoeing 
Annelou van 
Gijn 

July 
14 

Thursday 

excursion to 
Vlaardingen 
Museum 

excursion to 
Vlaardingen 
Museum 

excursion to 
Vlaardingen 
Museum no lecture, 

cooking in the 
field 

excursion to 
Jenever 
Museum 
Schiedam 

excursion to 
Jenever 
Museum 
Schiedam 

excursion to 
Jenever 
Museum 
Schiedam 

July 
15 

Friday  day off day off day off no lecture 

July 
16 

Saturday AM survival walk survival walk survival walk 
Material Culture 
theory 

Saturday PM Crafts Lab work Construction 
Annelou van 
Gijn 
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July 
17 

Sunday  

community 
outreach 

community 
outreach 

community 
outreach 

On wood and 
plants 

working on own 
experiments 

working on own 
experiments 

working on own 
experiments 

Leo Wolterbeek, 
Caroline 
Vermeeren 

July 
18 

Monday AM Lab work Construction Crafts Hide working  

  Monday PM Construction Crafts Lab work 
Diederik 
Pomstra 

July 
19 

Tuesday AM Basketry Basketry Basketry 
Basketry and 
plant fibres 

July 
20 

Wednesday 
AM 

Lab work Construction Crafts 
More on 
methodology 

Wednesday 
PM 

Crafts Lab work Construction 
Annelou van 
Gijn 

July 
21 

Thursday 
Excursion to The 
Hague 

Excursion to The 
Hague 

Excursion to The 
Hague 

no lecture 

July 
22 

Friday  day off day off day off no lecture 

July 
23 

Saturday AM 
finishing 
experiment and 
presentation 

finishing 
experiment and 
presentation 

finishing 
experiment and 
presentation 

Lecture on open 
air centres 

        
Annemieke 
Verbaas 

July 
24 

Sunday 
presentations to 
visitors 

presentations to 
visitors 

presentations to 
visitors 

barbeque  

July 
25 

Monday AM Construction Crafts Lab work Wrapping up 

Monday PM Crafts Lab work Construction 
Annelou van 
Gijn 

July 
26 

Tuesday AM 
finishing reports 
and exam 

finishing reports 
and exam 

finishing reports 
and exam 

  

Tuesday PM 
what have we 
learned? 

what have we 
learned? 

what have we 
learned? 

farewell dinner 

July 
27 

Wednesday 
AM 

departure departure departure   

 

  



 

13 | Page 

 

REQUIRED READINGS 

PDF files of all mandatory readings will be provided to enrolled students via a shared Dropbox folder. 
Students are encouraged to download and/or print readings prior to traveling. Course participants are 
expected to be prepared to engage the discussions led by facilitators, all of whom will be looking for 
compelling evidence that students have read and thought about the assigned readings prior to the 
scheduled day on which they are first discussed. 

 
Hurcombe, L. & T. Emmerich Kamper (2016), Plant materials, hides and skins as structural components. 
Perishable material culture and archaeological invisibility. In: L. Hurcombe & P. Cunningham (Eds.) The 
life cycle of structures in experimental archaeology. An object biography approach.  Sidestone Press, pp. 
59-75.  
 
Little A., Gijn A.L. van (2017), Enigmatic plant-working tools and the transition to farming in the 
Rhine/Meuse Delta. In: Bakels C.C. & Kamermans H. (Eds.) Excerpta Archaeologica Leidensia II Analecta 
Praehistorica Leidensia no. 47. Leiden: Faculty of Archaeology. 1-9. 
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/71239 

Mathieu, J.R. 2002. Introduction – Experimental archaeology: replicating past objects, behaviors and 

processes.  In: J.R. Mathieu (ed.) Experimental Archaeology. Oxford: BAR Int. S. 1035, pp. 1-11. 

Van Gijn, A. & D. Pomstra (2016), ‘Huize Horsterwold’, the reconstruction of a Neolithic houseplan using 

Stone Age equipment. In: L. Hurcombe & P. Cunningham (Eds.) The life cycle of structures in 

experimental archaeology. An object biography approach. Sidestone Press, pp. 167-176. 

Van Gijn A.L. (2014), Science and interpretation in microwear studies, Journal of Archaeological Science 
48 :166-169. 
 
Van Gijn, A.L (1990), The wear and tear of flint. Principles of functional analysis applied to Dutch 
Neolithic assemblages. Analecta Praehistorica Leidensia 22, Leiden, chapters 2, 3 and 6.  
 
Gijn A.L. van & Lammers-Keijsers Y.M.J (2010), Toolkits for ceramic production: informal tools and the 
importance of high power use-wear analysis, Bulletin de la société préhistorique française 107(4): 755-
762. 
Gijn A.L. van & Bakker J.A. (2005), Megalith builders and sturgeon fishers. Middle Neolithic B: 
Funnelbeaker culture and the Vlaardingen group.  In: Louwe Kooijmans L.P., Broeke P.W. van den, 
Fokkens H., Gijn A.L. van (Eds.) The Prehistory of the Netherlands. Vol. 1. Amsterdam: Amsterdam 
University Press, pp. 281-306. 
Paardekooper, R. 2012. The Value of an Archaeological Open-Air Museum is in its use. Leiden: Sidestone 
Press, pp. 273-287. 
 
Please read the blogs and information on: www.puttinglife.com and on www.EXARC.net (under 
Cooperation/Putting Life).  

Please watch the video about the construction of the house 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVkIeMAB6cU&) 

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/71239
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/32663
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/32663
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/32663
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/32663
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/32663
http://www.puttinglife.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVkIeMAB6cU&
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