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FOREST URBANISM: DESIGNING FOR GLOBAL 
WARMING ON THE MID-BELGIAN PLATEAU 

Course ID: ARCH 365AX 
June 3 – July 2, 2022 

Academic Credit Units:  8 semester credit units (equivalent to 12 quarter credit units) 
 

FIELD SCHOOL DIRECTOR(S) 
Prof. Bruno De Meulder, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering Science, KU Leuven  
(bruno.demeulder@kuleuven.be) 
Prof. Kelly Shannon, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering Science, KU Leuven  
(kelly.shannon@kuleuven.be) 
 

 
 
PREREQUISITES 
This field school is primarily intended for students in architecture, landscape architecture, urbanism, 
urban design and urban planning. Those from environmental planning and other relevant fields are also 
welcome, but it must be understood that sketching and photography are essential components of the 
fieldwork and that students need to have a design background or at least an interest in and basic skills 
of design.  
 
 

OVERVIEW 

Contemporary urban development demands not only innovative thinking, but also highly skilled 
professionals. As the world continues to urbanize, the stress on natural resources rises exponentially; 
global warming is exacerbating a pending ecological crisis. Spatial, social and environmental injustices 
prevail. There is the urgent necessity to significantly overhaul the modes, morphologies and typologies 
of settling on the planet. Context-embedded urban design and its interplay with visionary environmental 
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planning is necessary to address the precarious stage of development in which humanity, and more 
importantly the world, now finds itself.  
 
The Belgian field school in urban design and environmental planning is grounded in the belief in both 
state-of-the-art design thinking and practices (including innovation from the disciplines of engineering, 
transportation, and ecology) and local intelligence of places as expressed in specific appropriation of 
techniques and relation to socio-cultural practices. The field school will be organized by the 
International Center of Urbanism, OSA/RUA (Research on Urbanism & Architecture) together with the 
Department of Environment (unit focused on area-based development, environmental planning and 
projects) of the Flemish Regional Government, local town planning agencies  and several other relevant 
stakeholders. Flanders is the northern region of Belgium and renowned for its highly diffuse urbanism, 
punctuated by a dense constellation of small cities originating from the Middle Ages. It is the most 
densely populated region of Europe and heavily (although diffusely) urbanized. The region is at a tipping 
point, as it must shift from consuming new land for urban development towards restructuring existing 
urban environments while creating space, also literally, for ecology. There is a recognized, urgent need 
to deeply understand local contexts in order to develop innovative and alternative strategies, 
morphologies and typologies that address new ways of living and the predicted consequences of global 
warming.  
 
The Summer 2022 field school will take place in three different sites across the mid-Belgium Plateau, 
where a rich variety of forest urbanism conditions occur that are articulated by the parallel river valleys 
of the Dender, Zenne, Dijle and Gete, which are deeply carved out of the soft, fertile loam soil. The field 
school will concentrate on the landscapes around the Dender and Dijle valleys. The steep slopes of the 
Dender Valley are marked by forest pockets of the Flemish Ardennes, while the Dijle Valley has large 
forest pockets on its adjoining plateaus (amongst which the notorious Sonian Forest and Meerdaal 
Forest). The entire region is highly urbanized and still growing.  At the same time, the Flemish 
government has committed to massive reforestation and plans to plant 10,000 hectares of forest by 
2030. 
 
The summer field school seeks to prove that “forest urbanism” can help Flanders adapt to global 
warming. It can offer solutions to the most pressing consequences of global warming, such as more 
extreme flooding that alternates with longer periods of more intense drought, more CO2 emissions, and 
the staggering loss of biodiversity. Although the density of the Flemish spatial context doesn’t make it 
easy to tackle climate change impacts since its open space has been exuberantly consumed during the 
20th century due to suburbanization, there are sites that require significant transformation.  
 
The summer field school seeks to formulate design proposals for three different municipalities, one in 
relation to the Dijle Valley and the Meerdaal and Heverlee forests (the city of Leuven) and two in the 
Dender Valley (precise municipalities still be determined, but ones such as Ninove, Geraarsbergen Aalst 
will be chosen). For the Dijle Valley case, the Meerdaal and Heverlee forests to the east of the Dijle River 
were originally part of the plateau’s larger forest, with a large fragment known as the Sonian Forest to 
the southeast of Brussels. The Sonian Forest is essentially equivalent in size to the Brussels 
agglomeration. It occupies the plateau dominating the interfluvial of the Senne (anchoring Brussels 
center) and Dijle (to the east spanning from Flanders to Wallonia) Rivers’ tributaries. The forest 
functions simultaneously as the central park of the Brussels metropolitan region that completely 
surrounds it, as base of the (remaining) ecological structure of the region, and as the main spatial 
structure of the metropole that actually contains its main crossroads. The Meerdaal and Heverlee 
forests have a similar role for Leuven as the Sonian Forest has to Brussels and its region. More to the 
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east, the loam plateau is systematically occupied by the orchards of Haspengouw. The sites in the 
Dender Valley need to balance often conflicting demands of productivity and ever-increasing 
urbanization. At the same time, all these municipalities have brownfield sites in the floodplains of the 
Dender River valley that require decontamination and rethinking of the relations of culture-nature, 
urban-rural, consumption-production. At all three sites, both the urban areas and the forest are 
overstressed, while agriculture is in crisis. Persistence of strict monofunctional zonal planning hinders a 
more constructive interplay between forest (in dire need of extension) and city.  
 
There is a need to develop new “forest figures” that contribute to the much-needed reforestation (and 
ecological strengthening) of Flanders while simultaneously outlining main spatial structures that can re-
direct the urban and agricultural development. At the same time, new housing (and working, recreating 
spaces) typologies need to be designed in order to respond to the changing structure of society and its 
acute demands for new relationships with nature. The summer field school will be a catalyst for 
rethinking the regions’ fundamental culture-nature relationship and how various stakeholders can 
reimagine future relationships of forests and urbanism while finding new ways to cooperate. The 4-week 
field school will work on three sites across the plateau where current planning and policy is advocating a 
radical strengthening of the forest structures and the ecological re-linking of the forest fragments (such 
as Sonian and Meerdaal forests). There will be several days of fieldwork (on bicycles) and moments of 
interaction with experts and relevant stakeholders. The majority of the time will be spent on iteratively 
and critically interpreting the territory and developing alternative design development scenarios —
across scales — for new forms and typologies of both settlement and ecology. New housing typologies, 
social infrastructure and mobility systems need to be boldly explored. The focus will be on how to settle 
— both meaning how to inhabit, but also how to deal with — in and amongst forest environments.  
 
The ultimate goal of the field school is to formulate alternative development scenarios (from territorial 
to typology scales) that are grounded in a critical reading of landscape as structure. In practical terms, 
this goal will be realized by an iteratively developed “Atlas of Forest Urbanism: Settlements and 
Environments of the Mid-Belgium Plateau in Times of Climate Change.” Intensive fieldwork, 
interpretative mapping and critical analysis of development dynamics feed an intensive interdisciplinary 
design charrette with inputs from a wide variety of stakeholders and expertise from different fields. The 
field school, as a learning-by-doing laboratory, builds capacity in urban design and environmental 
planning for the broad field of challenges that contemporary landscapes and urbanism are facing.  
 
The final week of the field school will overlap with two important events at the International Center of 
Urbanism (ICoU) of KULeuven. First is the international conference, Urban Forests, Forests Urbanism & 
Global Warming: Developing Greener, Cooler and More Resilient Cities (see https://set.kuleuven.be/icou 
for updates) from 27-29 June. The conference will have world renowned experts in panel discussions 
around science, policy and design as well as paper presentations. Second is the 9th International World 
Urbanisms Seminar (30 June-1 July) during which the results of the summer field school will be displayed 
and debated.  
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ACADEMIC CREDIT UNITS & TRANSCRIPTS 

Credit Units: Attending students will be awarded      8 semester credit units (equivalent to 12 quarter 
credit units) through our academic partner, Connecticut College. Connecticut College is a highly ranked 
liberal arts institution with a deep commitment to undergraduate education. Students will receive a 
letter grade for attending this field school (see assessment, below). This field school provides a 
minimum of 360 hours of experiential education. Students are encouraged to discuss the transferability 
of credit units with faculty and registrars at their home institution prior to attending this field school.  

Transcripts: An official copy of transcripts will be mailed to the permanent address listed by students on 
their online application. One more transcript may be sent to the student’s home institution at no cost. 
Additional transcripts may be ordered at any time through the National Student Clearinghouse: 
http://bit.ly/2hvurkl. 

 
 
 

DISCLAIMER – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Our primary concern is with education. Traveling and conducting field research involve risk. Students 
interested in participating in IFR programs must weigh whether the potential risk is worth the value of 
education provided. While risk is inherent in everything we do, we do not take risk lightly. The IFR 
engages in intensive review of each field school location and programming prior to approval. Once a 
program is accepted, the IFR reviews each program annually to make sure it still complies with all our 
standards and policies, including those pertaining to student safety. 

The IFR does not provide trip or travel cancellation insurance. We encourage students to explore such 
insurance on their own as it may be purchased at affordable prices. Insuremytrip.com  or 
Travelguard.com are possible sites where field school participants may explore travel cancellation 
insurance quotes and policies. If you do purchase such insurance, make sure the policy covers the cost 
of both airfare and tuition. 

We do our best to follow a schedule of activities, methods training, and programming as outlined in this 
syllabus. However, this schedule can be easily disrupted by any number of unforeseen circumstances, 
including revised decisions by local permitting agencies, political unrest, and changes in the weather. 
While this schedule represents the best of the director(s) intentions, we—students and staff alike—need 
to be adaptable and tolerant of necessary alterations. This adaptability is an intrinsic part of all field 
research.    

In addition to Leuven, two other municipalities will be determined as hosts for the summer school. 
Discussions with a number of possibilities in the Dender Valley are presently underway and will be 
chosen in relation to the urgency of design research inputs and commitment from local stakeholders to 
engage in the summer school. The locations of these two municipalities will be communicated to 
students by/before the program orientation. 

If you have any medical concerns, please consult with your doctor. For all other concerns, please consult 
with the program director and staff. 

 
 
 

http://bit.ly/2hvurkl
http://www.insuremytrip.com/
https://www.travelguard.com/
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COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• Students will be intensively engaged with fieldwork, following pre-defined sites and with a given 
methodology (derived from Urban Dwelling Environments, by H. Caminos, J. Turner, J. Steffian, 
Cambridge: MIT Press, 1969 and various other methods developed by landscape architects and 
urbanists), in order to critically map and interpret constraints and opportunities for future 
development in the Dender Valley and Meerdaal and Sonian Forest and surroundings. 
 

 

• They will have to gain an understanding of the specific, socio-cultural, ecological and political 
conditions which can frame the possibility of alternative development paradigms and how they 
can be appropriated locally.  

 

• Students will learn how to derive such an understanding of specific, socio-cultural, ecological 
and political conditions through, among others, live exchanges with stakeholders. In that sense, 
participants will acquire experience with the setting up of/conducting living labs. 

 

• Students will learn to read critically maps and other iconographic materials and form 
conceptualizations from this reading that are relevant to projective thinking concerning sites.  

 

• Students should develop novel, sharp and refined ways to perceive, represent and reimagine the    
environment. 

 

• Students should develop skills of working as a group and creating a collective project, through 
the end product of an exhibition and publication. 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
• Students will have gained several fieldwork tools and methodologies of landscape and urbanism 

to engage in the local context of the surroundings of the Dender Valley, Meerdaal Sonian 
forests. More generally speaking, participants will acquire experience with the setting up 
of/conducting living labs within the fields of urban design and environmental planning. 
 

• Students will learn how to derive an understanding of specific, socio-cultural, ecological and 
political conditions through a combination of literature review, field work and live exchanges 
with stakeholders. 

 

• Students will have understood principles of landscape urbanism and developed design strategies 
at the territorial, landscape and urban morphology and typology scales. Attention will focus on 
adaptation to the predicted consequences of climate change. Beside the principles of landscape 
urbanism, its main techniques will be transmitted. 
 

• Students will have learned to critically read texts and form insights that are relevant to the 
contemporary context and instructive for landscape urbanisms projections. Similarly, students 
will learn to critically read maps and other iconographic materials and form conceptualizations 
from these readings that are relevant to projective thinking concerning sites. 

 

• Students will increase their design capacity and especially learn how to consciously exploit the 
capacity of design to integrate different, disparate forms of information and knowledge in 
projective endeavors. 
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• Students will co-produce an exhibition and publication of their work which will serve as platform 
for discussion with local experts and leaders. This will increase the capacity of students to co-
operate (with partners, across different disciplines and sectors) as well as increase their 
presentation skills (including the capacity to organize exchange with stakeholders during and at 
the end of a research and design cycle).  

 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Fieldwork (rigor and application of methods, insights)      30% 
Design strategy development (innovation, relevance to local context, clarity of expression) 30% 
Presentations (including of reading assignment, mid and final reviews, exhibition and   20% 
publication preparation)   
Group collaboration (with other IFR participants and with locals/interaction with stakeholders) 20% 
 

TRAVEL, ROOM & BOARD, & SAFETY LOGISTICS  
 
COVID Disclaimer. The logistics outlined below for this IFR field school were written according to the 
most current and accurate information available to IFR. We recognize that the best practices for 
preventing the transmission of the coronavirus may change in the coming months. The IFR will be 
revisiting program-specific plans periodically throughout the enrollment period and will update program 
details according to new developments, new travel protocols, and updates to local policies.  

 
 
An IFR field school is designed to provide positive, constructive experiences for communities, students, 
and researchers. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the following protocols have been developed based on 
the assumption that any participant in an IFR field school may be an asymptomatic carrier of SARS 
COVID-19 and any of its variants. Our goal, with these protocols, is to reduce the possibility for COVID-19 
transmission among participants, staff, and local community members. IFR depends on the complete 
and sustained commitment of all students to stay healthy and to help others stay healthy. On 
enrollment, students commit to comply with all aspects of the IFR COVID-19 avoidance policy as well as 

any/all policies specific to their respective IFR field school. 
 

 

PRIOR TO TRAVEL 

We ask that all students participating in IFR programs be fully vaccinated prior to travel. Furthermore, 
all eligible vaccinated students are required to have received a vaccination booster.  
 
Students must arrange a test for current infection for COVID-19 through a RT-PCR test for themselves in 
their home location within 72 hours prior to the start of the program and upload proof of a negative 
result to their IFR application portal. 
 
After demonstrating they tested negative, students must take all precautions possible to ensure they 
remain COVID-19 free prior to and during travel to the field school. Students should plan to travel in the 
safest manner that they are able (e.g., avoid flights with long layovers and multiple connections). In 
addition, we require the following from all students: use of a face mask during travel to, from, and on 
airlines, ferries, trains, buses, and the like; regular washing of hands; and, in so far as possible, maintain 
social distancing of 6 feet / 2 meters in airports and other spaces. 
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VISA REQUIREMENTS 
Students are responsible for obtaining a Belgian VISITOR Visa prior to arrival. This can most easily be 
done online (https://unitedstates.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/visa-belgium/visitors). Please note that you 
must have a US Passport issued within the last 10 years and with validity that exceeds the intended stay 
of the applicant by at least three months. Please make sure that your passport has at least two blank 
pages facing each other where visa and stamps may be affixed. 
 

Citizens of other countries are asked to check the embassy website page at their home country for 
specific visa requirements. 
 
 
TRAVEL (TO AND DURING THE PROGRAM) 
Due to ongoing uncertainties regarding the travel regulations related to COVID-19, IFR will assess the 
local conditions closer to the travel date (5–6 weeks prior to the program beginning) and will make 
Go/No Go decisions then. You are required to participate in the mandatory orientation meeting when 
we will discuss the latest travel information and regulations. We also suggest you consider postponing 
the purchase of your airline ticket until after the program orientation. 
 

We will meet participants at the “Café Sport” (Martelarenplein 13, 3000, Leuven, Belgium) just across 
from the Leuven Train Station at 10am on June 3rd and provide transport by mini-van to the youth 
hostel.  
 
It is advised to periodically check the following websites to learn up-to-date information about 
requirements and restrictions for travelers to Belgium: 
https://be.usembassy.gov/) 
https://www.belgiumintheusa.be/ 
 
A summary of current (February 2022) travel requirements are below: 

• U.S. residents may travel from the United States to Belgium without an Essential Travel 
Certificate and without any prior COVID-19 testing if they can present a valid vaccination 
certificate.  Both CDC vaccination cards and state-issued vaccination certificates are accepted as 
valid proof of vaccination. 

• Travelers from the United States who cannot present a valid vaccination certificate will not be 
permitted to travel to Belgium for non-essential reasons unless they hold an EU citizenship or 
residency.  

• All travelers coming to Belgium by air or boat from anywhere, or by train or bus from a country 
outside the EU, whatever their residency status, are required to complete the Passenger Locator 
Form at the earliest 48 hours prior to arrival in Belgium. 

• All air passengers to the United States from a foreign country are required show a negative COVID-19 viral 
test result taken no more than one day before travel, or documentation of having recovered from COVID-
19 in the past 90 days, before they board their flight. 

 
If you missed your connection or your flight is delayed, please call, text or email the field school director 
immediately. A local emergency mobile phone number will be provided to all enrolled students. 
 
While the COVID pandemic persists, any leisure travel during the program and entailing use of buses, 
trains, and/or airplanes must be approved by the program director(s) prior to booking and departure. 

https://unitedstates.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/visa-belgium/visitors
https://be.usembassy.gov/
https://www.belgiumintheusa.be/
https://www.info-coronavirus.be/en/recognised-vaccins-and-certificates/
https://www.info-coronavirus.be/en/recognised-vaccins-and-certificates/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftravel.info-coronavirus.be%2Fpublic-health-passenger-locator-form&data=04%7C01%7CVandendriesscheS%40state.gov%7Ca36689e5922945d7a6c708d95b4637fb%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637641179400478905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JNpWmoGz0YTxJHl9SiJaIiwZHjNYDTikzU6DIJuwjy4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftravel.info-coronavirus.be%2Fpublic-health-passenger-locator-form&data=04%7C01%7CVandendriesscheS%40state.gov%7Ca36689e5922945d7a6c708d95b4637fb%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637641179400478905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JNpWmoGz0YTxJHl9SiJaIiwZHjNYDTikzU6DIJuwjy4%3D&reserved=0
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LOCAL PROTOCOLS, REGULATIONS, & EXPECTATIONS 

Interaction with the local community must be limited to situations where everyone is masked when 
indoors and/or can ideally be outside. 
 
A “Covid Safe Ticket (CST)” is required to enter most public places. A CST shows that the holder is either 
fully vaccinated, has had a recent negative PCR test, or has recovered from the COVID disease within the 
last six months. Tourists/Non-Residents of the European Union can obtain a temporary Belgian CST. The 
certificate will be valid for one month and accessible through the CovidSafeBE app. 
 
 
FACE MASKS / FACE COVERINGS 

All students, faculty and staff are expected to wear face masks when in indoor spaces shared with 
others. Wearing face masks, combined with vaccination, are among the most effective ways of 
minimizing the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
The objective of wearing a mask is to capture potentially infectious droplets from the wearer. Therefore: 

● Masks or respirators that are equipped with an "exhalation valve" are not permitted, unless 
covered by another mask. 

● Neck fleeces (gaiter masks) are considered the least effective form of face masks and are not 
permitted. (The material found in gaiters tend to break down larger droplets into smaller 
particles that are more easily carried away in the air.) 

● Folded bandanas and knitted masks are ineffective and are not permitted. 
● Masks must be worn so as to cover both the mouth and nose. If your mask becomes loose, it can 

be tightened by twisting the ear loops. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
There will be three sites of accommodation: 1) in Leuven, a thriving university town (either in a 
university residence or youth hostel for nine nights in the beginning of the summer field school and 6 
nights at the end of the program. There will be single-occupancy rooms (with shared bathrooms and 
toilets) of the KU Leuven; 2) in a youth hostel or local hotel in the two sites of the Dender Valley (each 
for 7 nights).  
 
We will arrange for food. In Leuven, breakfast can be prepared in the shared kitchen of the dorm. For 
lunch we will organize sandwiches and for dinner students will have a meal plan with the university. For 
the Dender Valley stays, the youth hostels will be responsible for our food: they are used to hosting 
national and international guests. Both the university and youth hostel accommodation can tailor  
specific dietary needs (e.g., vegetarian and vegan options, lactose intolerance, and religion-based diets 
(kosher/halal/etc.). Both also work with the evolving food security and regulations of the Flemish region 
and Belgian state.  

 
All participants in a field school, students and staff, will wear masks while indoors (i.e., during lectures, 
during labs, in shared residential spaces, etc.). 

Regular hand washing will be a part of the project’s daily schedule. 

 

  

https://coronavirus.brussels/en/belgian-cst-for-foreigners/
https://covidsafe.be/en
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
All IFR field schools begin with safety orientation. This orientation includes proper behavior at the field 
area, proper clothing, local cultural sensitivities and sensibilities, potential fauna and flora hazards, 
review IFR harassment and discrimination policies and review of the student Code of Conduct.    

The fieldwork and design research will occur on three sites. Following a general introduction in 
Leuven, the first three weeks will follow a similar rhythm: processing of existing information, lectures 
about the context, cases and (through dealing with the case) methods of analysis of landscape 
urbanism. Fieldwork will be conducted using bicycles and participants will work together in small 
teams in a studio-like atmosphere to design new morphologies and typologies of forest urbanism. 
During the final week, field school participants will be guests in the international conference we are 
hosting and will develop a presentation of the previous 3-weeks of work for the 9th World Urbanisms 
seminar.   
 
Week 1: Introduction, fieldwork and design research in Leuven  
Friday 3 June morning arrival in Leuven; afternoon welcome and introduction in Kasteel 

Arenberg, KULeuven   
Saturday 4 June bike tour through Meerdal Forest 
Sunday 5 June free time  
Monday 6 June lectures by stakeholders; fieldwork by bike, tailored trajectories & encounters 

with local stakeholders / late afternoon workshop  
Tuesday 7 June work session in CIT building, KULeuven  
Wednesday 8 June work session in CIT building, KULeuven  
Thursday 9 June work session in CIT building, KULeuven  
Friday 10 June morning work session in CIT building, KULeuven; afternoon presentation and 

feedback session with local stakeholders 
Saturday 11 June free day in Leuven  
  
Week 2 : fieldwork and design research in Dender Valley site 1 
Sunday 12 June   move to Dender Valley site 1 
Monday 13 June lectures by stakeholders; fieldwork by bike, tailored trajectories & encounters 

with local stakeholders / late afternoon workshop 
Tuesday 14 June work session in municipality  
 Wednesday 15 June work session in municipality  
Thursday 16 June work session in municipality 
Friday 17 June  morning work session in municipality; afternoon presentation and feedback 
   session with local stakeholders 
Saturday 18 June free day in Dender Valley site 1 
 
Week 3: fieldwork and design research in Dender Valley site 2 
Sunday 19 June   move to Dender Valley site 2 
Monday 20 June lectures by stakeholders; fieldwork by bike, tailored trajectories & encounters 

with local stakeholders / late afternoon workshop 
Tuesday 21 June work session in municipality  
 Wednesday 22 June work session in municipality  
Thursday 23 June work session in municipality 
Friday 24 June  morning work session in municipality; afternoon presentation and feedback 
   session with local stakeholders 
Saturday 25 June free day in Dender Valley site 2 
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Week 4: Urban Forests, Forest Urbanism & Global Warming Conference + 9th World Urbanisms 
Seminar 
Sunday 26 June move to Leuven  
Monday 27 June conference day 1: science focus  
Tuesday 28 June conference day 2: policy focus  
Wednesday 29 June conference day 3: design focus  
Thursday 30 June World Urbanisms day 1 
Friday 1 July World Urbanisms day 2 + feedback/ evaluation, departure event  
Saturday 2 July departure  
 

EQUIPMENT LIST 
Students should bring a camera (mobile device is also fine), sketchbook, pencils & markers and laptop 
that has basic graphic programs installed (ACAD, Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop and InDesign). If you do 
not have a laptop or these programs installed, please contact the field school directors so we can work 
out a solution. Lack of ownership of these items is not a hindrance for your participation in this field 
school. 
 

REQUIRED READINGS  
PDF files of all mandatory readings will be provided to enrolled students via a shared Dropbox folder. 

Readings before arrival in Belgium 
Assignment: Every student must choose 3 texts (2 different general themes and one from Theme 06, 
Zenne-Dijle Interfluvial Landscape) in addition to one mandatory text for all. Each student should 
make one synthesis per text: 1 page ONLY, 11-point Arial with bullet points and important quotes 
(with page number). The work will be presented to others during first days of field school (coupled 
with the creation of fieldwork images/ drawings).  
 
Mandatory text for all 
De Meulder, B. and Shannon, K. (2019) “Forest Urbanisms: The Belgian Sonian Forest and Environs’,” 
Landscape Architecture Frontiers (LAF), Vol. 7: 1, February 2019, pp. 18-33. 
 
General Themes 
01_Forestry 
Boris, S. D. (2012) “Urban forest and landscape infrastructure: towards a landscape architecture of 
open-endedness” in Journal of Landscape Architecture, 7(2), 54-59 
 
Busse Nielsen, A., Hedblom, M., Stahl Olafsson, A. and Wistrom, B. (2107) “Spatial configurations of 
urban forest in different landscape and socio-political contexts: identifying patterns for green 
infrastructure planning “ in Urban Ecosystems 20: 379-392.  
 
Carlisle, S., Pevzner, N. and Piana, M. (2014) “Introduction: Building the Urban Forest” in Scenario 04: 
Building the Urban Forest (see https://scenariojournal.com/article/building-the-urban-forest/) 
 
De Meulder, B. and Shannon, K. (2014) “Forests and Trees in the City: Southwest Flanders and the 
Mekong Delta” in in Revising Green Infrastructure: Concepts Between Nature and Design, D. Czechowski, 
T. Hauck, G. Hausladen (eds.) London: CRC Press, 427-49. 
 

https://scenariojournal.com/article/building-the-urban-forest/
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Konijnendijk van den Bosch, C. (2016) “Tree agency and urban forest governance” in Smart and 
Sustainable Built Environment, vol. 5, no. 2: 176-188. 
 
Konijnendijk van den Bossch, C. C. (2008). The forest and the city: the cultural landscape of urban 
woodland. London: Springer (chapter 13: a forest for the future, but also other chapters) 
 
Piana, M. and Troxel, B. (2014) “Beyond Planting: an Urban Forestry Primer” in Scenario 04: Building the 
Urban Forest (see https://scenariojournal.com/article/beyond-planting/) 
 
Steenberg, J., Millward, A., Nowak, D., Robinson, P. and Ellis, A. (2017) “Forecasting Urban Forest 
Ecosystem Structure, Function and Vulnerability” in Environmental Management 59: 33-392. 
 
Szanto, C. and Diedrich, L. (eds) (in progress) Landscape Laboratories (not yet published). 
 
Thorpert, P. and Busse Nielsen (2014) A. “Experience of vegetation-borne colours” in Journal of 
Landscape Architecture, 9:1, 60-69. 
 
Weller, R. and Hands, T. (2014) “Building the Global Forest” in Scenario 04: Building the Urban Forest 
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